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Wildlife Control: A New Pest Management Industry 

A relatively new pest management industry is nuisance wildlife control. 
Within a couple of decades, this field has evolved from scattered fur 
trappers removing problem animals on the side to full-time specialty 
businesses with their own organizations, insurance coverage, media 

outlets, and trade shows. 

Nuisance wildlife control operators (fondly referred to as NWCOs or WCOs) have organized 
nationally as the Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators Association (NWCOA). NWCOA has 
partnered with the trade magazine Wildlife Control Technology (WCT) to organize an annual 
seminar usually held in Las Vegas. Several equipment suppliers have developed that 
specialize in serving the WCO industry. There is even a weekly live pod-cast radio show: 
wcoradio.com. 

NWCOA has several state affiliates, including in the Northeast, at varying levels of activity. 
Two of the Northeast affiliates, the New York State Wildlife Management Association and 
the Connecticut Nuisance Wildlife Cofntrol Operators Association, hold well-attended annual 
seminars. Topics covered include capture techniques, safety, marketing, inspections, wildlife 
exclusion, and working with agencies and other organizations. Several states have been 
updating their regulations concerning nuisance wildlife and the regulation of this new 
industry. To a limited degree, the industry is beginning to support nuisance wildlife research. 
Possibilities exist for future research and extension partnerships with the WCO industry. 

For more information contact Lynn Braband 
Email: lab45@cornell.edu 
Phone: (585) 461-1000 ext. 241 
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Interstate Ornamental Plant Management Conference 

 

 

 

 

2006 Interstate Ornamental Plant Management Conference 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

LOCATION: 
Maritime Institute of Technology and Graduate Studies 

(MITAGS) 
Training and Conference Center 

Auditorium, North Academic Building (Building No. 3) 
5700 Hammonds Ferry Road 
Linthicum, Maryland 21090 

For more information, you may contact: 
Ms. Debbie Wilhoit 
Entomology Department 
University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742 
Telephone: 301-405-3913 

Registration Information   |   Program 
Driving Directions   |   Recertification Credits 
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The Maryland Home and Garden Information 
Website: New Look 

Mary Kay Malinoski

The University of Maryland College of Agriculture & Natural 
Resources, University of Maryland Cooperative Extension operates the Home and Garden 
Information Center in Ellicott City, MD. The three regional specialists on staff are responsible 
for writing fact sheets and teaching manuals, web site development, teaching, applied 
research projects and media outreach. The Maryland Master Gardener Program is 
administered through the center. The specialists also train and support a cadre of 
horticulture consultants who speak to clients on the telephone Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Visit the site at http://www.hgic.umd.edu/ 

For more information contact Staff, Home and Garden Information Center 
http://www.hgic.umd.edu/ 
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